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2020 Transition Conference Schedule
Registration/Exhibits ................................ 8:00am to 9:00am
Keynote .................................................. 9:00am to 10:00am
Exhibits ................................................ 10:00am to 10:20am
Session A ............................................ 10:20am to 11:50am
Lunch/Exhibits .....................................11:50am to 12:50pm
Lunch & Learn ...............................12:00pm to 12:40pm
Session B ...............................................12:50pm to 2:20pm
Session C ................................................2:30pm to 4:00pm
Bagels will be outside of the Garden State Ballroom
until 9:30am. Coffee and tea will be available there
all day. Enjoy!

WiFi Password: Heart20
Presenter Bios ......................................www.autismnj.org/transition

Information Services • Education & Training • Public Policy • Awareness

800.4.AUTISM • www.autismnj.org
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Autism New Jersey is
the autism community’s
trusted source for reliable
information and resources.

Our commitment to improving the lives of individuals with autism is
carried out through our focus on information, education and training,
public policy, and awareness. We expertly and eﬀectively:
Guide caregivers to the information, services, and
support they need
Support professionals to enhance their knowledge
and skills to provide eﬀective intervention
Build communities that embrace individuals with
autism and their families
Every year, we impact tens of thousands of families and professionals
in the autism community.

VIEW OUR MARKETING OPPORTUNITIES AND

START CONNECTING|WITH
YOUR CUSTOMERS.
800.4.AUTISM
www.autismnj.org

WE'RE CONNECTED
Autism New
is25k
a nonproﬁt
agency
We haveJersey
more than
engaged followers!
committed to ensuring safe and fulﬁlling lives
for individuals with autism, their families, and
the professionals who support them.
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Venue Map

ESSEX BALLROOM
Workshops A2, B6, & C9

Exhibits >>

Lunch

MERCER/SALEM/WARREN
ROOM
Workshops A3, L&L, B5,
& C7
Exhibits >>

Coffee &
Bagels

Lunch

Keynote
Workshops A1, B4, & C8

Exhibits>>

Registration

GARDEN STATE
BALLROOM

Lunch & Lunch Tables

2020 Transition Conference
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www.autismnj.org/conference
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38thAnnual

OCTOBER 15 & 16, 2020

Harrah’s Waterfront Conference Center | Atlantic City, NJ

60+
WORKSHOPS | | 100
100EXHIBITORS
EXHIBITORS | 1,400+
80
WORKSHOPS
1300+ ATTENDEES
ATTENDEES
Connect with clinical experts, state department representatives, legal and
ﬁnancial experts, service providers, parents, and self-advocates. Information
and resources reﬂect individuals of all ages and support needs.

"The conference was a helpful avenue to connect with both parents and
professionals in the autism ﬁeld. There was an amazing turnout.”

No matter your role in the autism community,
OUR CONFERENCE IS FOR YOU!

www.autismnj.org/conference
Registration will open in May.
Announcing the 2020
Keynote Speaker:
Bridget Taylor, Psy.D., BCBA-D
on compassionate care

SPONSOR

|

EXHIBIT

|

ADVERTISE

Options available now!
-6-

Autism New Jersey | www.autismnj.org | 800.4.AUTISM

Keynote........................................................... 9:00am to 10:00am
Welcome Remarks • Garden State Ballroom
Suzanne Buchanan, Psy.D., BCBA-D; Executive Director, Autism New Jersey
Michele Adubato, M.A., MSW; CEO, Newark’s North Ward Center
Roger León; Superintendent, Newark Board of Education

Making the Most of DDD Services • Garden State Ballroom
Nkechi Okoli, MSW, LSW; NJ Division of Developmental Disabilities
This keynote address will recommend steps for achieving
a complete and satisﬁed life as an individual with autism
transitions into adulthood. In addition to this “RECIPE,”
the effective use of the DDD budget and services will be
discussed. Additional topics will include the relationship
between Medicaid eligibility and program eligibility,
available Medicaid waiver services, how support
brokerage can help when pursuing self-direction, and how goods and services
can provide a one-of-a-kind experience that appeals to the individual person.

2020 Transition Conference
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...Where evidence-based learning
and compassion come together
Y.A.L.E. School is a stateapproved private school
serving students with autism
spectrum disorders and other
social learning disabilities.

Autism
Asperger’s Disorder
Nonverbal learning
disabilities
Anxiety disorders
Co-existing conditions
Emotional disabilities

Self-contained campus and school-within-aschool campus models available for students
ages 3-21. Locations throughout southern New
Jersey and Philadelphia.

Call or email today
to schedule a tour!
(856) 346-0007
yaleschool.com
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Session A ..................................................... 10:20am to 11:50am
1) The Importance of Independence and Interdependence in
Adolescents and Adults • Garden State Ballroom • BACB
Anya Silver, M.A., BCBA, Hofstra University and Lauren Goodwyn, M.A.,
BCBA; both Quality Services for the Autism Community
One of the greatest challenges is promoting independence in the individuals
we serve so that they can live the best quality of life possible. However, the
sometimes overlooked area of interdependence may be even more crucial for
success in daily life. Individuals with autism may attempt to behave independently
when they actually would be better served by accessing others to help them to
solve a problem. The relevance of independence and interdependence will be
discussed across a number of domains such as social skills, communication,
vocational, leisure, health and safety, and daily living skills.

2) Building Compliant and Effective Transition Plans • Essex Ballroom
2
As you may be aware, friend of Autism New Jersey and the workshop’s
planned speaker, Ira Fingles, Esq, passed away suddenly on January 20.
pla
We tthank Ira’s friend and colleague, Hillary Freeman, Esq. of Freeman Law
O
Ofﬁces for ﬁlling in as presenter for this workshop on short notice.
Many of the problems that educators, parents, and others involved in the
educational process face can be avoided by simply ensuring strict compliance
with the procedures and rules about how to develop students’ IEPs. These rules
are structured and sequenced to build off of one another and to lead the IEP
team to the correct result. Learn the mandatory components of an appropriate
transition plan; the function of each in the student’s educational experience;
how they build upon one another and other IEP components; transition planning
myth vs. reality; and best practices for developing compliant and effective
transition plans.

3) Medication Boot Camp: A Behavior Analyst’s Guide to Psychotropic
Medications • Mercer/Salem/Warren Ballroom • APA • BACB
Anna Marie DiPietro, MSN, CRNP, PMHNP-BC, Open Road Psychiatric Services
and Suzanne Buchanan, Psy.D., BCBA-D, Autism New Jersey
This workshop will provide a review of psychotropic medication classes,
including new medications that have come to market, with a focus on how to
evaluate the effects of medications from a behavior analytic perspective. The
topic of genetic testing and its potential utility in the prescription of psychotropic
medication will also be discussed. Educational content will be presented by a
psychiatric prescriber with experience working with individuals with high-risk
challenging behavior and behavior analysts.
.
2020 Transition Conference
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Lunch/Exhibits .......................................... 11:50am to 12:50pm
A variety of boxed lunches will be outside of each workshop room
after Session A. Dining tables are in the Garden State Ballroom.
Coffee and tea will be available in both exhibit areas throughout the
conference.
Please be sure to visit all of the exhibits throughout the conference
areas on the 1st and 3rd ﬂoors.

Lunch & Learn .......................................... 12:00pm to 12:40pm
Licensure for Behavior Analysts: Now That It’s Law, What’s
Next? • Mercer/Salem/Warren Ballroom
Suzanne Buchanan, Psy.D., BCBA-D and Eric Eberman, M.S.Ed.; Autism
New Jersey
This session will offer an opportunity for behavior analysts to learn more
about the New Jersey law and what they can expect going forward. We will
provide an overview of the details of the law, talk about the timeframes for
establishing the board and regulations, address frequently asked questions,
and participate in a Q&A.




x
x
x

ŽǇŽƵŬŶŽǁŚŽǁƚŽĨŝŶĂŶĐŝĂůůǇƉůĂŶƚŽĂƐƐƵƌĞǇŽƵƌĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚƐ
ƌĞŵĂŝŶĞůŝŐŝďůĞĨŽƌŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚďĞŶĞĨŝƚƐĂŶĚƐƵƉƉŽƌƚƐ͍
,ĂǀĞǇŽƵĂŶƐǁĞƌĞĚƚŚĞƋƵĞƐƚŝŽŶ͕͞tŚĂƚŚĂƉƉĞŶƐǁŚĞŶ/͛ŵ
ŐŽŶĞ͍͟
,ĂǀĞǇŽƵĂĚĚƌĞƐƐĞĚĂŶĚƵƉĚĂƚĞĚĂŶǇƉƌĞǀŝŽƵƐĨŝŶĂŶĐŝĂůĂŶĚ
ĞƐƚĂƚĞƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚŽǀĞƌϱǇĞĂƌƐĂŐŽ͍
Donald T. Brown, ChFC®, ChSNC®, CASL®
848-200-7148
dtbrown@nlgroupmail.com
www.specialneedsfundingcoach.com

2020 Transition Conference
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Session B .................................................... 12:50pm to 2:20pm
4) Key Questions When Selecting or Creating a Program for
Individuals with Challenging Behavior • Garden State Ballroom • BACB
Lisa McCauley Parles, Esq., Parles Rekem & National Council on Severe
Autism and Alexandra Held, M.S.Ed., BCBA, Elwyn
This workshop will address components of programs for individuals with
autism and severe challenging behaviors in an effort to create collaborative
and effective programs. It is intended to assist caregivers in selecting
programs and to support professionals seeking to create models well suited
to this population. National initiatives and housing models will be presented
along with a discussion of state and federal regulations. Topics will include
the role of BCBAs; tracking progress for both behavior support plans and skill
acquisition programs; video recording for monitoring and training purposes;
parental engagement and rights; and innovative construction design.

5) Addressing the Unique Legal and Financial Needs of Youth with
Special Needs and Their Families • Mercer/Salem/Warren Ballroom
Amy Frank Goldman, CRPC, AFG Wealth Management and Michelle
Scanlon, Esq., Mandelbaum Salsburg
Whether managing a new diagnosis or simply maintaining the day-to-day
responsibilities of life with a child with special needs, one of the most overlooked
topics is estate planning. Do you have a clear understanding of how your
child(ren) will be cared for in your absence? Have you considered drafting
a will or a special needs trust but the process seems so overwhelming? Join
us for an interactive discussion on what other families have done, what some
of the different options are, and the easiest ways to get the process started.
We will be discussing special needs trusts, power of attorneys, healthcare
directives, guardianship, and more.

6) Cultivating Business Partnerships to Provide Meaningful Work-Related
Experiences • Essex Ballroom
John Bryson, M.S.Ed., CESP, NEXT for AUTISM; Danielle Taylor, Psy.D. and
Devin Hosbach; Spectrum 360
Effectively preparing students for life after graduation is one of the fundamental
priorities of secondary education. Creating meaningful, relevant preemployment and employment experiences while students are still in school
can assist with their successful transition into adult life. However, this requires
community partnerships with businesses and employers that understand the
unique strengths and needs of our learners. Participants will learn strategies
to establish and maintain meaningful business relationships. The entire
process, from initial contact to maintaining positive connections, will be
outlined through examples of successful school-corporate collaborations.

2020 Transition Conference

-13-

675 Morris Avenue
Springfield, NJ 07081

Here's What Our Clients Are Saying:
D.O. - Mother of Special Needs Child
"Lisa and Denise are incredibly passionate about
their work; together they make a powerful team.
When they came into our lives, they gave us
hope, inspiration and brought positive changes
to our son and family. They fought for us and did
not settle for anything less than what our child
and family were entitled to."
M.D. - Mother of Adult with Autism
"Words cannot explain how appreciative my
husband and I are that we found Denise Rekem
and Lisa Parles. Their insight and appreciation of
our crisis situation got DDD to understand what
we had been trying to communicate to DDD for
more than 2 years. They were our voice and
helped to get our son the residential placement
he desperately needed."

973-564-0055
info@ParlesRekem.com
L.F. & J.F. - Parents of Adult with Autism
"The firm's professionalism, knowledge of
the system and passion for the special
needs population is unmatched."
D.B. - Mother of Special Needs Child
"I got to where I needed to be and didn't
even realize that's what our family
needed. It's great when you can find
people who not only know the law and
the system, but will step away and take a
look at the whole situation."
N.H. - Mother of Child with Autism
"Lisa Parles is a phenomenal special
education attorney. She was crucial in
obtaining the appropriate education my
child deserves."

Learn more at: www.ParlesRekem.com

www.ride4autism.org
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Session C .........................................................2:30pm to 4:00pm
7) Adults with Autism Using Technology: Support for Promoting
Independence and Quality of Life • Mercer/Salem/Warren
Ballroom • APA • BACB
Thomas Zane, Ph.D., BCBA-D, University of Kansas
Adults with autism and other developmental disabilities often need supportive
systems to maintain, to the greatest extent possible, independence, choice,
and integration into their communities. The current (and future) sophistication
of technology lends itself to providing support in areas that in the past had
to be supplied completely by staff. This workshop will review a variety of
technological solutions to everyday situations that often are important to solve
with individuals with ASD. Data will be presented to demonstrate evaluations
of some technology designed to be used in innovative ways.

8) Your Child Turned 18: Now What? • Garden State Ballroom
Gabrielle Bohon, Esq. and Raymond Falcon, Jr., Esq.; Falcon Law Group
Once your child turns 18, the rules change. First, the child is legally
emancipated, which means that schools, doctors and ﬁnancial institutions
shouldn’t talk with you. Do you need guardianship, Power of Attorney and
Advanced Health Care Directive? We will walk you through other programs
that may be available, such as Supplemental Security Income (SSI), Medicaid,
Social Security Disability (SSD), and Social Security Childhood Disability
Beneﬁts (also known as Disabled Adult Child beneﬁts). We will also look at
a number of alternate paths and the government services that are available,
such as 504 Plans, NJ Children’s System of Care, Division of Developmental
Disabilities, Division of Vocational Rehabilitation, Project SEARCH, and adult
day programs. We will provide some practical tips on dealing with these issues.

9) Organizations Offering Social Opportunities • Essex Ballroom
Meaghan Flemming Buck, Spectrum of South Jersey; Justin Dunn, CPRP,
Monmouth County Park System Therapeutic Recreation Division; Beth
Finkelstein, Ed.M., Felicity House; Lauren Turiello, The Social Scene Club;
Jody Wood, Special Kind of Improvisational Theater; and Ross Yellin,
Disability Allies
Social gatherings and groups are important yet often hard-to-ﬁnd resources for
teens and adults with ASD. Panelists represent organizations that offer a variety
of structured and unstructured leisure opportunities, ranging from speciﬁc
instruction or skill enrichment to simply safe places to hang out. Through
diverse activities such as game nights, dances, trips, sports, drama, special
interest clubs, and more, they strive to foster independence, socialization, skill
application, and most importantly, enjoyment. Panel questions will address
successes and challenges, starting a group, funding, staff training, and more.

2020 Transition Conference
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Falcon Law Group




NOT YOUR TYPICAL LAWYERS!





An estate planning boutique firm dedicated to helping you
achieve peace of mind. We concentrate in planning for
persons with special needs / mental illness and their families
in a friendly, relaxed, comfortable way. We get it.
Services include:
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

Wills and Trust
Special Needs Trusts
Powers of Attorney and Advanced Health Care Directives
Psychiatric Advanced Health Care Directives
Guardianship and other surrogate decision making
Special Needs Settlement Planning
Settlement Asset Protection Trusts
Assistance in obtaining needs-based government benefits
(SSI, Medicaid, SSD, Childhood Disability Benefits, etc.)
x Assistance with various agencies (DDD, DVRS, CSOC, etc.)
x General estate planning
x Probate/administration of decedent’s estate

SERVING:

New Jersey and New York metropolitan area

LOCATIONS: 50 Tice Blvd., Ste 340, Woodcliff Lake, NJ 07677
400 Rella Blvd., Ste 165, Montebello, NY 10901
Tel: 201.307.0074 | 845.618.5300 | 914.648.7373
Web: www.falconlawgroup.com
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Wel c o t o the 2020
me

AMBASSADOR
PROGRAM
Everyone deserves to be accepted and treated with kindness.
This National Autism Awareness Month, we ask you to start with respect.

Join us as we increase the understanding and
acceptance of autism in New Jersey.

www.autismnj.org/ambassador
2020 Transition Conference
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Parking Information
If you parked in the DoubleTree lot:
• If you have to leave before 4:00pm, have your parking ticket
validated at the hotel’s front desk as you exit.
• Once the conference ends, the parking gate will be raised and you
will not have to provide a ticket or payment.
If you parked in the Holiday Inn lot next door:
• At the Holiday Inn parking gate, present the voucher you were given
by the DoubleTree parking attendant this morning.

Exhibitors
Be sure to visit these great resources in the upstairs and downstairs
hallways. Exhibitors that appear in orange are Autism New Jersey
Organization Members. We appreciate their continued support!
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Amazing Supports
www.amazingsupports.org

Support coordination
West Orange, NJ

Anchor Behavioral Solutions
www.myanchor.org

Community-based, individual, and
behavior supports
West Orange, NJ

The Arc Jacksonville
www.arcjacksonville.org

Transition services, independent
living, and supported employment
Jacksonville, FL

Association for Science in Autism
Treatment
www.asatonline.org

Information on evidence-based
practices
Crosswicks, NJ

Autism New Jersey
www.autismnj.org

Information, education, public
policy, and awareness
Robbinsville, NJ

Bancroft
www.bancroft.org

Service provider
Cherry Hill, NJ

Camp Speers YMCA
www.campspeersymca.org

Summer camp
Dingmans Ferry, PA

The Center School
www.thecenterschool.com

Private school
Somerset, NJ

Children's Specialized Hospital/
SPARK
www.SPARKforAutism.org/CSH

Autism research study sponsored
by Simons Foundation
Mountainside, NJ

CHOP- Center for Autism Research
www.centerforautismresearch.org

Autism research and resources
Philadelphia, PA

Autism New Jersey | www.autismnj.org | 800.4.AUTISM

Community Access Unlimited
www.caunj.org

Human services
Elizabeth, NJ

Cullari Carrico
www.cullaricarrico.com

Accounting, audit, and advisory
services
Fairﬁeld, NJ

Daivergent
www.daivergent.com

Work transition platform
New York, NY

Devereux
www.devereuxnj.org

Agency
West Deptford, NJ

Digitability
www.digitability.com

Transition training
Philadelphia, PA

Disability Rights New Jersey
www.drnj.org

Legal and advocacy
Trenton, NJ

Enable
www.enablenj.org

Services & programs
Princeton, NJ

Felician University
www.felician.edu

Graduate programs
Rutherford, NJ

Freeman Law Ofﬁce, LLC
www.freemanlawofﬁces.com

Princeton, Freehold, and Summit, NJ

Game-U
www.game-u.com

Community class
Flemington, NJ

Graham Behavior Services
www.grahambehaviorservices.com

ABA services
Tinton Falls, NJ

Gramon Family of Schools
www.gramonfamily.org

Special needs private school
Fairﬁeld, NJ

Hawkswood School
www.hawkswoodschool.net

School
Eatontown, NJ

Jespy House
www.jespyhouse.org

Residential and transition services
South Orange, NJ

Lesley University Threshold Program
www.lesley.edu/threshold-program

Postsecondary program
Cambridge, MA

Mandelbaum Salsburg
www.lawﬁrm.ms

Legal
Roseland, NJ

Mt. Bethel Village
www.mtbethelvillage.com

Supportive housing for adults
Warren, NJ

National Life Group
www.specialneedsfundingcoach.com

Special needs planning
Red Bank, NJ

Newark Board of Education
www.teachnewark.com

School district
Newark, NJ

2020 Transition Conference

Special needs attorneys
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NJ Division of Developmental
Disabilities
www.nj.gov/humanservices/ddd

NJ’s service delivery system for
individuals with I/DD
Trenton, NJ

NJ DOE, Division of Student Services,
OSEPD
www.nj.gov/education/lrc

Learning Resource Centers
Trenton, NJ

NJ DVRS / Labor & Workforce
Development
www.careerconnections.nj.gov

Vocational rehabilitation
Trenton, NJ

NJ Relay & CapTel
www.NJRelay.com

Accessible telecommunication
services
Warren, NJ

Pasadena Villa: The Stables
www.autismcareandsupport.com

Behavioral health
Sevierville, TN

PerformCare
www.performcarenj.org

Administers NJ’s Children's
System of Care
Robbinsville, NJ

PLAN/NJ
www.plannj.org

Life planning, guardianship,
monitoring, advocacy, and more
Somerville, NJ

PrimeTime Center - RKS Associates
www.primetimecenter.org

Day habilitation services
Carteret, NJ

Prism Support Services
www.prismsupportservices.com

Support coordination
Hamilton, NJ

QBS
www.QBS.com

Crisis prevention training and
consulting
North Attleboro, MA

RKS Associates
www.rksassociates.com

School
Jackson, NJ

Rutgers Graduate School of Applied
and Professional Psychology
https://dddc.rutgers.edu

College-operated program
New Brunswick, NJ

Rutgers Graduate School of Education Education
www.gse.rutgers.edu
New Brunswick, NJ
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Skylands Family Services
www.skylandsfamilyservices.com

Support coordination
Washington, NJ

Spectrum Care Management and
Counseling
www.spectrumcmc.com

Support coordination
Mahwah, NJ

Spectrum Works
www.spectrumworks.org

Transition services
Secaucus, NJ

Autism New Jersey | www.autismnj.org | 800.4.AUTISM

Summit Camp
www.summitcamp.com

Summer transition program
Honesdale, PA

Supportive Choices
www.supportivechoices.com

Support coordination
Nutley, NJ

Talent Assessment, Inc.
www.talentassessment.com

Transition planning programs
Jacksonville, FL

Union County Educational Services
Commission
www.projectsearch.us

High school transition program
Westﬁeld, NJ

Values into Action NJ
www.vianj.org

Support coordination
Media, PA

Waters & Sims Employment Services
www.watersandsims.com

Supported employment and
vocational training
Red Bank, NJ

Y.A.L.E. School
www.yaleschool.com

School
Medford, NJ
List as of 2/10/20

PerformCare proudly supports the

2020 Autism NJ
Transition Conference
Children ages 14 to 21 who have autism face a
critical time in their life. PerformCare, the contracted
system administrator for the Children’s System of
Care, is pleased to be a part of this special event
and partner with Autism NJ to provide children
and their families with support and education.

1-877-652-7624
performcarenj.org

2020 Transition Conference
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Thank You to Our Sponsors

Feedback Wanted ................................. www.autismnj.org/feedback
We’d like to hear from you!
Please provide your feedback of the 2020 Transition Conference online and
enter to win a $25 Visa gift card.
Our goal is to incorporate your thoughtful input in future conference planning
as much as we can. We hope you enjoyed today’s event and that we’ll see you
for more transition information at the 38th Annual Conference!
Printed evaluation forms are available at the registration desk.
-22-

Autism New Jersey | www.autismnj.org | 800.4.AUTISM

Where passion
meets progress.
Discover a rewarding career–and a city on the rise.
In Newark, we make learning limitless.
From home-grown trailblazers to educators making our city their adopted home, our teachers make a
difference far beyond their classrooms. They nurture curiosity, resilience, and critical thinking to help
students uncover their full potential and write their own futures.
Our more than 35,000 students bring unique experiences and perspectives into the classroom each day.
We’re looking for great teachers to help us empower each one of them with the skills and knowledge
they’ll need to shape the future—our city’s and their own.

Why Teach Newark?
Join a citywide effort to move Newark forward.

Grow as much as your students.

When you join the Newark Board of Education, you’ll join

In Newark, you can build a career, take on new challenges,

an extraordinary team of teachers fueling a district and a

and earn the recognition and higher compensation you

city on the rise. You’ll also join a community-led

deserve along the way—all without leaving the classroom

movement committed to giving every student the

behind. We offer a range of formal and informal leadership

outstanding education they need to write their own

roles for teachers.

futures and help lead our city forward.

Earn what you deserve while doing what you love.
Newark is innovative, collaborative, and diverse.

No other career offers more personal fulfillment, but

The Newark Board of Education offers teachers the

teachers deserve financial security, too. the Newark Board

resources and support of a major school district with the

of Education offers a compensation and benefits package

flexibility of a smaller community. From world-class STEM

that rewards effective teachers, giving teachers the freedom

and arts programs to early-college dual enrollment

to do what they love. Our teachers receive one of the highest

programs, we champion school models and innovative

starting salaries in the country. For the 2019-20 school year,

approaches to learning that help teachers meet students’

the starting salary for a teacher within the the Board of

unique needs.

Education is $54,000.

Learn more and apply at TeachNewark.com

